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S i t t th i tifi l d lit f thiSurgeons is a sure guarantee to the scientific value and quality of this
event. Besides free-papers, poster sessions and key note lectures
special sessions like debates on hot issues will be organized. The Hotel
venue along with other hotels within very short walking distance will
conveniently accommodate all the needs of the Congress. For trainees,
there will be a reduced rate of registration fee and of course, for all
who wish to take advantage of the "early bird" registration. An
attractive social program will include dining and dancing as well as
organized trips and visits to the most interesting sites of Lebanon
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including a visit to the newly renovated and rebuilt Beirut Downtown,
Jeita Grotto, the new world wonder, and a visit to the old Phoenician
port of Byblos, city of the Alphabet, and the most ancient continuously
inhabited city of the world. An optional pre-congress tour to Baalbeck,
the biggest and best preserved Roman temple complex in the world is
also in the agenda. Should you decide to extend your stay, the travel
agent associated to this Congress will be pleased to arrange visits to
other sites such as the Cedars, Sidon, and Beiteddine Palace.
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We are looking forward to welcoming you in Lebanon for several days
full of science, pleasure, history and culture. The Organizing Committee
will spare no effort to make this event successful and unforgettable for
all.
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(in training / less than 5 years in practice) 1000 US$
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Baalbeck, Lebanon's greatest Roman treasure, can be counted among the 
wonders of the ancient world  The largest and most noble Roman temples ever 
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built, they are also among the best preserved. Towering high above the Beqaa
plain, their monumental proportions proclaimed the power and wealth of 
Imperial Rome. The gods worshipped here, the Triad of Jupiter, Venus and 
Mercury, were grafted onto the indigenous deities of Hadad, Atargatis and a 
young male god of fertility. Local influences are also seen in the planning and 
layout of the temples, which vary from the classic Roman design. Over the 
centuries Baalbeck's monuments suffered from theft, war and earthquakes, as 
well as from numerous medieval additions. Fortunately, the modern visitor can 
see the site in something close to its original form thanks to work in the past 
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hundred years by German, French and Lebanese archaeologists. Baalbeck is 
located on two main historic trade routes, one between the Mediterranean 
coast and the Syrian interior and the other between northern Syria and 
northern Palestine.Today the city, 85 kilometers from Beirut, is an important 
administrative and economic center in the northern Beqaa valley.
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OCTOBER 15, 2010
Byblos is one of the top contenders for the "oldest continuously inhabited city" 
award. According to Phoenician tradition it was founded by the God El, and 
even the Phoenicians considered it a city of great antiquity. Although its 
beginnings are lost in time, modern scholars say the site of Byblos goes back at 
least 7,000 years. Inhabited since Neolithic times, it has been closely linked to 
the legends and history of the Mediterranean region for thousands of years. 
Ironically, the words "Byblos" and "Phoenicia" would not have been recognized 
by the city’s early inhabitants. For several thousand years it was called "Gubla" 
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by the city’s early inhabitants. For several thousand years it was called "Gubla" 
and later "Gebal," while the term "Canaan" was applied to the coast in general. 
It was the Greeks, some time after 1200 B.C., who gave us the name 
"Phoenicia," referring to the coastal area. And they called the city "Byblos" 
(papyrus" in Greek), because this commercial center was important in the 
papyrus trade. Today Byblos (Jbeil in Arabic) on the coast 37 kilometers north 
of Beirut, is a prosperous place with glass-fronted office buildings and crowded 
streets. But within the old town, medieval Arab and Crusader remains are 
continuous reminders of the past. Nearby are the extensive excavations that 
make Byblos one of the most important archaeological sites in the area.
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OCTOBER 16, 2010
What can be so spectacular in a cave? I can hardly find my words for describing 
such a beauty! It is simply overwhelming and breathtaking, a unique cave, I 
would say.

Jeita Grotto is the jewel of tourism in Lebanon  It is a nature wonder  and lies 

OCTOBER 16, 2010
What can be so spectacular in a cave? I can hardly find my words for describing 
such a beauty! It is simply overwhelming and breathtaking, a unique cave, I 
would say.

Jeita Grotto is the jewel of tourism in Lebanon  It is a nature wonder  and lies Jeita Grotto is the jewel of tourism in Lebanon. It is a nature wonder, and lies 
only 20 km north of Beirut offering to its visitors qualified modern services and 
accommodation in harmony with a fascinating nature. It creates a magical trip 
to tourists enabling them to spend a day of wonder-filled adventure by being 
carried away from a tangible world to a wonderland where are found 2 fabulous 
grottoes full of unimaginable beauty and mystic ! It is a source of attraction for 
tourists discovering the mysterious world in the heart of the earth.

The “Touristic Site of Jeita” gathers all elements of nature such as stone, water, 
trees, flowers, air, animals, etc… with a touch of culture and surrounded with a 
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OCTOBER 17, 2010, (optional)
Life has returned to Downtown Beirut. The former "Pearl of the Middle East" is 
once again an exquisite experience. A bewildering composition of cultures and 
faiths, perched on a breathtaking sweep of Mediterranean coastline. The most 
populous city in Lebanon  Beirut  our capital and home to the first law school in 
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the world, dating back to the Phoenician Era, is a tourist attraction to all 
visitors from around the world. Known to be the commercial and busiest city 
in Lebanon, th city is the focal point of the region's cultural life, renowned for 
its press, theaters, cultural activities, and nightlife. After the destructive war, 
Beirut underwent major reconstruction, and the redesigned historic city center, 
marina, pubs and nightlife districts have once again rendered it a tourist 
attraction. Beirut was named the top place to visit in 2009 by the New York 
Times. It was also listed as one of the ten liveliest cities in the world by Lonely 
Planet in 2009.
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Metropolitan Palace Beirut – Sin El Fil (congress venue)
www.palacebeirut.habtoorhotels.com
Tel: +961 1 496 666, Fax: +961 1 498 866, Email: palacebeirut@habtoorhotels.com
Since the opening of the Metropolitan Palace Hotel Beirut, this elegant 
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ACCOMODATION

landmark on Beirut's skyline has become one of the most prestigious and 
successful hotels in Lebanon. Located in Sin El Fil 5 km from the city centre and 
6 km from Beirut International Airport, the five-star Metropolitan Palace Hotel, 
Beirut combines the best of traditional Lebanese hospitality with unmatched 
luxury. It offers 183 elegantly appointed guest rooms and suites that are 
tastefully furnished and stylishly appointed to make you feel home away from 
home. It offers also 8 meeting rooms that are equipped with the latest 
technology and caters for various important events. The leisure facilities 
include a spectacular swimming pool, jacuzzi, sauna, steam bath, fully equipped 
gymnasium  aerobic and stretching courses
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Habtoor Grand Hotel Convention Center & Spa – Sin El Fil
www.habtoorhotels.com
Tel: +961 1 500 666, Fax: : +961 1 498 866, E-mail: grandbeirut@habtoorhotels.com
The Habtoor Grand Hotel Convention Centre & SPA is a full-service luxury hotel 
in Beirut, conveniently located close to the financial district and to the 
international airport. 
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international airport. 
It is the most prestigious landmark to grace the Beirut skyline, Habtoor Grand 
Hotel Convention Centre & Spa takes hotel and leisure facilities in Beirut to a 
new level. The hotel offers 195 luxurious rooms and suites all with breathtaking 
views of the mountains or city of Beirut and designed with comfort, elegance 
and total relaxation in mind, a range of world-class restaurants, state-of-the-
art business and leisure facilities as well as extensive shopping and 
entertainment choices. 
This 5 star hotel boasts the largest convention centre in Beirut, with a capacity 
of up to 3500 guests for conferences and banquets. The huge spa area features 
state of the art facilities  and you will also find a French restaurant  a jazz bar 
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Padova Hotel – Sin El Fil
www.padovabeirut.com
Tel: +961 1 501 333/9, Fax: : +961 1 501 340
The 4-star Padova Hotel is situated in the business district of Sin el Fil, only a 
10-minute drive from the airport. All rooms have balconies with panoramic 
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The 4-star Padova Hotel is situated in the business district of Sin el Fil, only a 
10-minute drive from the airport. All rooms have balconies with panoramic 
views of Beirut. 
The hotel is in walking distance of major malls, trendy shops, art galleries, 
banks, restaurants, pubs and night clubs. It is a 5-minute drive from downtown 
Beirut. 
Padova Hotel has a charming lobby, elegant bar, a gourmet restaurant serving 
Lebanese and international dishes, as well as good business facilities.
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Single Dinner Vouchers may be acquired at the 
registration desk

Thursday Oct  14 Dinner 55 US $
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